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Lyra Constellation



Lyra Constellation

Lyra is a small constellation, occupying an area 

of 286 square degrees and represents the lyre, 

an ancient harp. With wide angled binoculars of 

8x40 with a 8.3 to 8.8 degree true field of view 

almost the entire harp asterism and Vega can be 

seen in the same field of view. Vega (alpha lyrae) 

is the brightest star and forms part of the 

summer triangle and is a rapid rotator. Look at 

the main stars at the corners of the harp and 

notice the differing colours.



Epsilon Lyrae – The Double Double

To the north east of Vega lies Epsilon Lyrae – the 

so called double double. It is a multiple star 

system about 162 light years distant and is made 

up of 2 pairs of binary stars. In binoculars of 

8x40 and above the star can be split into 2 but to 

further split these stars into pairs requires a 

small telescope



The “other” Double Double – Struve 2470 &2474

These two stars form a triangle with Delta and 

Gamma Lyrae and both can be resolved into 

their pairs with binoculars from 15x70 and above 

and can be seen in the same field of view. They 

make a splendid sight.



Delta Lyrae – Another Double Star

Delta Lyrae lies at the north eastern 

corner of the harp and is easily split 

in even small binoculars into a 

orange and bluish - white pair 

which lie within The Stevenson 1 

star cluster



Zeta Lyrae Double Star

Zeta Lyrae lies at the north west corner of the 

harp and can be easily spilt in binoculars. Some 

say the pair are white while others feel there is 

blue tinge.

See what you think.



M57 – The Ring Nebular

M57, one of the most famous planetary 

nebular's, can be found midway between Beta 

and Gamma Lyrae. There is a crescent of 4 stars 

with M57 being the lowest of the stars in the 

crescent. Visible as a fuzzy star in 8X40 

binoculars, a ring shape with a darker core can 

be seen in 20x80 and 25x100 binoculars.



M56 – A Globular Cluster

M56 can be found by extending a line through 

Beta and Gamma Lyrae in the direction of 

Cygnus. It lies approximately 33,000 light years 

distant and is about 84 light years across and is 

over 13 billion years old. Small binoculars at x10 

show a milky glow, while higher magnifications of 

x20 and x25 reveal some subtle shading with a 

brighter core.


